
and surrounding cuticle, giving the parts a beautiful
polish. It assists in relieving by its astringent action
the ragged and attenuated skin at the base of the nails,
or what are known as agnails, that are so often ob¬
served from neglecting these important appendages.

FROM WASHINGTON.FROM WASHINGTON.

The following bills of interest to medical men had
been introduced in Congress previous to its recess
for the holidays :

Senate Bill 403. Provides for the erection of a brick
and metal fire-proof building to be used for the safe
keeping of the records, library and museum of the
Surgeon-General's office of the United States Army,
to be constructed upon the government reservation
in the City of Washington, in the vicinity of the
National Museum and the Smithsonian Institution,
on a site to be selected by a commission composed of
the architect of the Capitol, the Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, and the officer in charge of
the State, War and Navy Department building, and
in accordance with plans and specifications submitted
by the Surgeon-General of the Army and approved
by said commission, the cost of the building, when
completed, not to exceed the sum of $200,000, the
building to be erected and the money expended under
the direction and superintendence of the officer in
charge of the State, War and Navy Department build¬
ing.

H. R. 159. Whereas alcohol enters largely into
the medicines which are prime necessaries to the sick
and afflicted, and is now taxed to a burdensome ex¬
tent. Therefore, that the tax on alcohol used for
medicinal purposes be, and the same is herebyabolished.

H. R. 307. Provides compensation for the services !
of all volunteer female nurses who rendered service;
during the war, in the field or in hospital, under the
direction and control of the medical authorities of
the army, at the rate of twenty-five dollars for each
month ofservice. That the nurses who have received
twelve dollars per month shall have an additional
thirteen dollars.

Ex. Doc. No. 24. Is a message from the President
transmitting a communication from the Secretary of
the Navy, inclosing a letter from Surgeon-General
Wales, U. S. N., which recommends that a measure
be adopted authorizing the representation of the
United States at an international convention for the
establishment of definite and uniform standards of
examination for color-blindness and tests of visual
acuteness. To this commission delegates should be
sent to represent the several governments interested
in the subject.

S. 31. Provides for the establishment of a Bureau of
Animal Industry, to prevent the exportation ofdiseased
cattle, and the spread of infectious or contagiousdiseases among domestic animals. In its sections it
ist, prohibits the transportation of diseased cattle ;
2c\, fixes the fine at from $100 to $5,000; 3d, pro¬vides for the organization of a Bureau of Industry
with a chief, to be a competent veterinary surgeon,
whose duty it shall be to investigate and report upon

the number, value and condition of the domestic an¬
imals of the United States, their protection and use,
and also inquire into and report the causes of conta¬
gious and communicable diseases among them, and
the means for the preservation and cure of the same,
and to collect such information on these subjects as
shall be valuable to the agricultural and commercial
interests of the country. The National Board of
Health is required to render all necessary aid for this
purpose, and, further, two commissioners are to be
employed—one a practical stock-raiser, and one an

experienced business man. They are to be paid at
the rate of $10 per diem., with all necessary travel¬
ing expenses while engaged in the performance of
their duty. The salary of the chief of Bureau to be
$3,000 per annum ; and aclerk is to receive $r, 800 per
annum. 4th. Special investigations ofpleuro-pneu-
monia, or any contagious or communicable disease,
to be made to control specially its influence upon
the exportations of live stock. 5th. Is a further
definition of laws for this purpose. 6th. Requires
the Commissioner of Agriculture and the National
Board of Health to prepare rules and regulations for
the speedy and effectual suppression and extirpation of
such diseases, and to invite State and Territory au¬
thorities to cooperate in their execution and enforce¬
ment. 7th. Makes $50,000 immediately available.
8th. Gives explicit directions to the Commissioners
of the District of Columbia for the control of such
diseases occurring within the District ; and Section 9th
makes it the duty of the U. S. District Attorney to
prosecute all violations of the act.

S. 338. Appoints Dr. A. Sidney Tibbs, of Lees-
burg, Virginia, now an acting assistant surgeon, ta
the position of assistant surgeon in the U. S. Marine
Hospital Service, without regard and in addition to
the number now authorized by law for such service.

S. 81. Revokes the honorable discharge, June
17, 1870, of Assistant Surgeon Benj, F. Pope, U. S.
 ., and considers him as having been continuouslyin the service, and confirms his relative rank and
title.

S. R. 6. Provides for the payment of fees to ex¬

amining surgeons of pensions for 1883 and 1884.

Crawfordsville, Ind., Dec. 14, 1883.
Editor of The Journal of the American Med-

ical Association:
The article entitled " Retention of Placenta After

Delivery in Uterine Pocket," on page 649, issue of
Dec. 8, 1883, of your journal, raises an interestingquestion as to the causes of uterine pockets. I have
seen cases where the entire placenta was retained
after the delivery of a child by the breech, the uterus
contracting down and around until it presented a reg-ular gourd shape, and it was with difficulty I could
pass my hand through the portion corresponding to
the handle of the gourd to remove the placenta,
which I would not find unduly adherent, but seem-

ingly grasped in the contracted walls of the uterus.
My theory was, that the head of the child pressing
upon the placenta furnished the necessary resistance
to prevent that portion of the uterine wall covering
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the placenta from contracting and throwing the pla-
centa off. Without the support furnished by the
pressure of the child's head, the placenta would fur¬
nish much less resistance. Also, in normal presenta¬
tions, the buttocks or feet of the child might furnish
pressure enough to keep a part of the placenta from
'being thrown off, and cause what Prof. Herrgote so

• clearly sets forth when he says, " but that it rather
results from the non-contraction of that portion of
the uterus upon which the placenta was attached, and
which was afflicted wjth inertia, while the remaining
rportion of the uterus contracted, thus being passively
distended over its contents and thinned in its walls,
"becoming a true hernial pouch on the uterine surface,
the constriction to which became more and more

pronounced as the body of the uterus diminished in
size. ' '

Thanks to Indiana not having a law regulating the
practice of medicine, I was called a short time ago
to see a lady who had had a quack attend her in her
confinement, some 24 hours before my visit. She
had been delivered of a healthy child at full term,
-and I was told it was a head presentation. The
¡placenta being retained, the doctor (?) (who by
his advertising sociability and liberality amongst our
fun loving part of the community, does a big
practice) pulled his coat off. He then placed his
patient in the knee-chest position, and introduced a

cylindrical glass speculum, and with a pair of uterine
 dressing forceps removed shreds of the membranes,
keeping her in this position one hour and a half.
.She was then allowed to rest six hours, when he emp¬tied the vagina of blood clots and repeated the pick¬ing process—making three hours the woman was kept
in that position. When 1 arrived, the doctor (?)
showed me a chamberfull of clotted blood, shreds of
membrane, and the cord, and told me that was the
entire afterbirth, and advised that the patient be not
'disturbed. I introduced my hand into the uterus,
and detached all the placenta except about as much
.as a man could grasp in one hand, on the edge, which
was firmly grasped by a uterine pouch. By passing•first one and then two fingers up into the pouch, I
isucceeded in removing the entire placenta, much to
the surprise of the friends of the patient and the
 chagrin of the doctor (?) May God speed the daywhen our women will not be exposed to such dangers
—I mean exposed to such doctors (?)Yours truly,

T. F. Leech, M.D.

Editor Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation:
In your issue of Dec. 15, brief reference is made

to a suggestion of Dr. S. C. Gordon, of Maine, that
stenographic reports of the discussions held in the
various Sections at the annual meetings be provided
for.

Such a provision, I feel sure, would well repay the
cost. It might be advisable to have the reports ed-
ited, either by the editor of the Journal or a propercommittee; though even this, probably, should not
work a too rigid trimming of matter.

Society reports, to many physicians, constitute the

most interesting portion of a medical periodical.Therein are found the prevalent views upon present
and living topics\p=m-\akind of clinical discussion, we

might almost term it.
Often must one regret, when a subject of interest

is being handled by some of the weightiest men of
the profession, that most of the valuable thoughts are
uncollected, running to waste, we may say, for want
of competent record.

Many of our best physicians fail, in the rush of
work, to write out the observations they are constant¬
ly making upon the subjects of the day ; but the dis¬
cussion once sprung, they do not hesitate to engagein it. A stenographer, from this cause, could catch
for us some of the very best thoughts developed by
our annual gatherings.

Respectfully,
Jno. Thad. Johnson.

Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 29, ii

NECROLOGY.

Saulsbury, Gove, m.d., was born in Mispillion-neck, Kent Co., Delaware, May 29, 1815; died at
his residence in Dover, July 31, 1881. He was the
son of William Saulsbury, a man much respected and
honored by his fellow citizens. His mother, Marga¬
ret Saulsbury (nee Smith), was the daughter of Capt.Thomas Smith, a lady of sound mind and Christian
character.

There were born to them five
 

children, James,William, Willard, Gove and Eli, of whom two yet
survive,—Willard, formerly U. S. Senator from Dela¬
ware (now Chancellor), and Eli, at present U. S.
Senator.

After an academic education, Gove studied medi¬
cine, and was graduated in the University of Penn¬
sylvania in 1842. Subject of his thesis: Rheuma¬
tism. He commenced the practice of his professionin Dover, Delaware, and acquired an extensive pro¬fessional business, which he retained to a consider¬
able extent; even when his health was much shattered,he attended to it with great fatigue.Dr. Saulsbury was an active member of the State
Medical Society, and was honored with its highestoffices. He was one of the original members who
organized in 1846 the American Medical Associa¬
tion. Of these worthies but few now survive.

For 20 years he adhered closely to his profession,
when he was elected to the State Senate, of which he
afterwards became speaker, and ex-officio, Governor
of the State on the death of Governor Cannon. In
1866, at the expiration of that pro tempore term, he
was elected Governor, and in that office he exhibited
the ability, decision, and controlling power of mind
and presence, which contributed in a great degree to
the influence which he continued to exercise in the
State during his life.

His efforts in the cause of education were chieflythrough the agency of the Wilmington Conference
Academy of Dover, of whose Board of Trustees he
was President from the time of its organization until
his death.
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